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CASPER  FRAT 

Copy  of  a  miniature  made  about  1800. 
About  46  years  old 


IN  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK 


This  is  the  story  of  a  family,  not  of  the  home  of  a  fraternity,  beginning 
two  hundred  years  ago  at  Watervliet  on  the  Hudson,  near  the  outlet  of  the 
Mohawk  Valley. 

Now — in  the  year  1957,  all  those,  as  far  as  I  can  find  out,  who  us© 
the  name,  spell  it  Fratt,  but  in  1793,  Casper  spelled  it  Frats.  This  is  es¬ 
tablished  by  his  own  signature.  A  reproduction  of  a  document,  dated  Jan¬ 
uary  14,  1792,  appears  in  “Centennial  Manual  of  the  Common  Council  of 
the  City  of  Troy,”  by  Arthur  James  Weise.  This  is  all  in  script  and  states 
that  “An  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  ihe  State  of  New  York”  authorized  the 
building  of  a  “Court  House  and  Gaol  in  the  County  of  Rensselaer,  Village 
of  Troy,  Town  of  Troy,  that  the  persons  “hereunto  subscribed,”  pledged 
themselves  to  pay  the  “sum  of  money  annexed”  toward  the  one  thousand 
pounds  needed.  Thereunto  “subscribed”  appears  the  name  of  “Casper 
Frats,”  the  “sum  of  money  annexed”  Ten  Founts.”  His  writing  was  more 
legible  than  most  of  the  signatures,  his  pledge  about  average  —  (from 
1  L  to  200  L.),  but  his  use  of  German  letters,  “a”  and  “r”,  proves  his 
nationality  and  indicates  the  name  should  be  prounced  with  the  “a” 
sounded  as  in  arm,  net  as  in  cat. 

The  earliest  discovered  record  of  the  family  is  in  “Colonial  Laws  of 
New  York”  Chapt.  1246  Vol  14)  An  act  for  paying  public  debts  passed 
October  20,  1764.  “Unto  Jacob  Fretz  or  his  order,  for  a  wagon  etc.  lost 
in  his  Majesty’s  service  in  the  year  1758,  the  sum  of  6  L  10’s.”  (Mayors 
Court  minutes  1761  -  1763,  P.  69). 

Then  “Jacob  Frets  and  Jacob  John  Frets  (his  oldest  son),  are  listed 
in  “Capt.  Abraham  Van  Arnem’s  Company”  in  the  “Colony  of  Rensselaer- 
wyk  on  the  west  side  of  Hudson  river.”  Also  listed  as  part  of  Capt.  Van 
Arnem’s  Company  are  Humphrey  Denport  (  ?),  probably  Davenport  and 
father-in-law  of  Casper;  Pete  Cluet,  perhaps  father  of  Nicholas’  daugh¬ 
ter  Sarahs’  husband;  Lodowich  Segar,  probably  husband  of  Jacob’s  old¬ 
est  daughter,  Christina. 

Jacob’s  (Jacobus)  farm  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  Hudson  river 
“near  Lathams’  Corners,  Watervliet.”  On  Bleekers’  map  of  the  Manor  of 
Rensselaerwyk,  1767  “location  51  west  side  of  manor”  the  name  is  ad¬ 
mittedly  mispelled  “Freltie”  and  the  name  on  the  original  lease  is  spelled 
that  way,  but  the  description  is  the  same  as  the  later  Frat  farm.  Th© 
farm  is  presumed  to  have  been  leased  “direct  from  Patroon  Von  Renssel¬ 
aer  and  Ledger  Books  of  the  Manor  show  it  leaser  to  Jacob’s  son  Nicho- 
laus  in  1798.  In  the  farm  cemetery  two  grave  stone  sbear  the  inscription 
“Jacobus  Frats,  Novm.  1L  1777”  and  Mar.  7,  1775.”  the  latter  is  presumed 
to  be  his  wife,  Margareta.  One  of  the  Racine  Fratts,  in  later  years,  visited 
the  farm  and  had  a  fence  put  up  around  the  graves. 

Large  tracts  of  land  were  granted  to  the  Patroons,  mostly  along  the 
rivers,  on  condition  they  secure  a  given  number  of  settlers  within  a 
given  period.  Patroon  Kiliaen  Von  Rensselaer  was  a  diamond  merchant  in 
Amsterdam,  who  secured  the  original  grant  of  this  section.  When  the 
English  took  over  the  colony  in  1664  the  local  arrangements  were  not 
changed  materially,  the  Patroons  turning  in  their  taxes  to  the  new 
sovereign.  The  settlers  held  their  farms  under  “perpetual  lease,”  which 
were  recorded  and  apparently  conveyed  by  sale  or  bequest. 

The  variations  in  the  family  name  can  be  accounted  for  in  various  ways 
—  the  careless  entries  by  English  clerks  of  the  German  names,  perhaps 
spelled  by  sound,  or  misreading  of  the  German  script,  and  the  ‘ubersetsen’ 
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of  the  German  language.  The  name  has  been  spelled  Fraat,  Frets,  Frez 
and  Fratz,  even  Vreltie.  The  double  “a”  shows  Dutch  influence  and  the 
r  Vreltie  is  purly  Hollandish.  Of  course  the  typists  who  compiled  the  re- 
1  ports  most  of  this  record  is  based  on,  could  have  been  inexpert  at  reading 
the  script  of  the  original  entries  —  or  careless  in  their  work.  Some 
pages  of  reports  have  the  name  spelled  three  ways  on  one  sheet. 

Jacob  was  not  a  native,  but  where  he  came  from  has  not  been  deter¬ 
mined.  He  was  naturalized  December  31,  1761  and  “at  a  Mayors’  Court 
held  for  the  City  of  Albany  the  12th  day  of  January,  1762  at  the  City- 
Hall,  Jacob  Frats  Johan  Ulrich  lence  did  take  the  Oaths  appointed  by 
Law  subscribed  the  abjuration  oath  as  directed  by  an  Act  of  the  Lietu. 
Governor-  the  Council  and  the  General  Assembly  of  the  province  of  New 
j  York  made  and  Passed  31st  December,  1761.”  (No  commas  in  the  typed 
copy.)  The  Johan  Ulrich  lence  is  not  interpreted  and  mav  be  part  or  his 
r  signature  written  in  German  script,  perhaps  his  fathers’  name  or  his 
birthplace  in  Germany. 

Many  Germans,  who  left  the  Rhine  Palatinate  on  account  of  French 
persecution,  mostly  for-  religious  views,  went  to  England  and  were  sent 
U  to  the  colonies  by  Queen  Anne,  with  promise  of  refuge  in  the  Hudson  and 
Mohawk  Valleys.  These  promises  of  refuge  conflicted  with  the  grants  to 
Patroons  and  the  Palatinates  were  badly  pushed  around.  However  a 
;  group  was  able  to  maintain  its  footing  at  Skoharie,  on  a  tributary  to  the 

■  Mohawk  and  about  30  miles  west  of  Albany  on  the  Hudson. 

Jacob  may  have  been  at  Skoharie;  one  record  of  the  Skoharie  Lutheran 
s|Church  reads  that  “Margaret  Fretz,  daughter  of  Ernest”  married  Jacob 
Frat  about  1745.  However-  Munsell’s  Collection  of  the  history  of  Albany 
i [states  Jacob  Frets  and  Margareta  Ernfrets  had  child  Johannes  baptized 

■  Feb.  20,  1757  in  Albany  Dutch  Church.  On  the  other  hand  the  baptism  of 
r.  his  son  Nieholaus  on  Oct.  5,  1761  in  Albany  was  recorded  in  Schoharie  Lu- 
ilitheran  Record.  (P.  47)  naming  the  same  sponsors.  There  may  be  another 

■  interpretation  of  the  Ernsfrets  or  it  may  be  misreading  of  her  fathers 

•  name.  At  any  rate,  if  Jacob  and  Margaret  wbre  cousins  it  would  not  be 
strange  in  the  limited  choice  of  partners  of  his  own  nationality  and 

r  Lutheran  faith. 

f  There  is  an  old  Bible  owned  by  the  France  Family  which  shows 

•  that  Sebastion  France  married  Anna  Fretz  who  was  born  in  the  same 
i  city  as  he,  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  in  1733.  This  marriage  was  in 
o  1752  and  the  same  year  they  started  for  America.  Their  daughter  was 
.  born  on  board  ship  in  1753”.  They  were  in  Seward,  15  miles  west  of  Schoh- 

■  arie  in  1755  and  it  is  supposed  by  the  Fiance  Family  that  Jacob  Fratts 
i  married  Margaret,  a  sister  of  Anna  Fratts.  This  is  another  version.  Anna 
1  and  Christopher  France  named  their  son  Ernest,  the  name  of  Margaret’s 
1  father  in  the  one  version.  Jacob  and  Margaret  named  their  first  Christina. 

Jacob  and  Margaret  had  nine  children.  The  dates  of  their  births  haven’t 
been  found  but  dates  of  baptism  are  known  and  appear  later  to  be  with- 
i  in  less  than  a  year  after  birth. 

l  (1.)  Christina  was  born  about  1747  and  married  Lodewyk  Sikker  (Ziker, 
Secor)  Colony  Rensselaer wyck  Nov.  23,  1765  at  Albany  Dutch 
Qliurch  (H.  S.  1908.2). 

,  ( 2. ) 6dohnjjacob>vas  born  about  1750  and  married  Maria  Barbara, 
i  (3.)  Magdalena  was  born  about  1752  and  married  Ludwig  Gerngross  of 
Niskayuna  on  June  27,  1770  at  St.  Peters,  Albany.  Niskayuna  is  on 
;  the  Mohawk  straight  west  of  Cohoes,  (N.  W.  of  Watervliet). 
i  (4.)  Casparus  was  born  about  1754  and  married  to  Marie  Davenport, 
daughter  of  Humphrey  and  Wilhelmina  Smith  Davenport  about  1779. 
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(Umphrey  Daffenbord  third  spelling  of  that  name.)  Just  when  he 
crossed  the  Hudson  to  Troy  is  not  recorded  but  he  is  said  to  have 
“started  the  first  freight  and  passenger  service  from  Troy  to  New 
York”  by  barge  on  the  Hudson,  and  in  1778,  according  to  the  “Man¬ 
ual,”  was  one  of  those  in  charge  of  the  shipping  interests  of  Troy. 
The  Hudson  was  the  only  avenue  of  transportation  in  early  days, 
sailing  vessels  going  up  it’s  wide  expanse  to  Albany  and  Troy, 
carrying  freight  and  passengers.  Isaac’s  father  in  law  perhaps  opera¬ 
ted  his  ship  on  the  river,  and  Casper’s  barge  line  did  earlier.  When 
the  Erie  Canal  was  opened,  transfers  were  made  to  that  at  Cohoes,  a- 
cross  from  Troy,  where  a  short  canal  was  cut,  for  locks  around 
Cohoes  Falls,  to  give  entry  to  the  Mohawk,  which  was  followed  for 
many  miles  until  the  canal  began  again. 

His  house  is  located  on  a  map  in  the  “Manual”  on  the  river  side  of 
River  Street  at  the  junction  of  Federal  street  one  of  the  main 
streets  of  the  city,  and  near  Ashley  Tavern,  the  east  terminus  of  Ash- 
leys’  Ferry.  This  he  bought  in  1792.  This  section  was  visited  by 
several  disasterous  fires,  but  Casper  may  have  moved  before  that,  as 
his  name  was  not  listed  among  the  places  destroyed,  and  in  1802  he 
was  Fire  Warden  of  the  “South  Ward”,  in  1803  of  the  fourth  ward, 
farther  away  from  the  river.  In  1808-09  he  was  assessor  of  the  4th 
ward. 

Troy  was  built  on  land  of  Derick (  Richard  or  Dirk)  Vander¬ 
Heyden,  part  of  the  Manor  of  Rensselaerwyck  originally,  and  divi¬ 
ded  into  three  “allotments”  for  his  sons.  The  “North  Allotment”  of 
Jacob  I.  VanderHeyden  furnished  land  for  Troy.  Casper  was  a  close 
friend  of  this  Jacob,  was  made  guardian  of  the  VanderHeyden  child¬ 
ren  and  his  son  Elias  married  Nancy  VanderHeyden.  However  Casper 
had  his  troubles.  Elias  ran  him  into  debt,  the  estate  was  mismanaged, 
he  sold  his  home  in  1814  for  $2,725.00  and  apparently  left  Troy  a 
year  or  so  later.  There  appears  to  be  no  record  of  his  death,  probably 
about  1828.  (After  Jan.  14,  before  Nov.  22  -  insolvent  -  according  to 
an  entry  in  one  of  the  “Summonses”  in  the  settlement  of  Nicholas’ 
estate,  of  which  he  had  been  one  of  the  executors).  » 

(5.)  Johannes  was  baptized  Feb.  20,  1757  in  Dutch  Church,  Albany,  with 
Micholas  and  Maria  Eygelseymer  as  sponsors.  (Eygelsheymel)  - 
(Maregareta  Meldring)  H.  S.  1907-54. 

(6.)  Margaret  was  baptized  Feb.  20,  1758  at  St.  Peters’  Albany  and  mar¬ 
ried  “William  Johnson-Watervliet,  N.  Y.  Colonie.”  Colonie  appears 
as  a  place  about  five  miles  West  of  Watervliet. 

(7.)  Nicholaus  was  born  about  1760  and  baptized  Oct.  5,  1761  in  Albany 
by  Don  Peter  Nicholas  Sommer.  This  is  recorded  in  Schoharie  Luthe¬ 
ran  Record  P.  47.  He  married  Elizabeth  Johnson  in  1786,  daughter  of 
Jeramiah  and  Sarah  Johnson.  Nicholas  -  apparently  lived  all  his  life 
on  the  original  Fratt  Farm,  and  died  there  Feb.  20,  1809.  His  will 
was  proved  Jan.  2,  1810.  Tho  the  year  of  his  birth  is  not  recorded,  he 
was  evidently  a  comparatively  young  man,  the  1760  can’t  be  more 
than  a  year  off  and  his  last  child  was  born  in  1808.  His  family  did 
not  run  their  affairs  to  the  best  advantage.  The  real  estate,  one  or 
two  farms,  was  left  in  trust  to  Jacob  and  Jonathan  but  the  widow 
and  daughters  and  Nicholas,  Jr.  had  a  claim  on  the  estate  for  their 
support,  and  cash  bequests  were  a  claim  against  the  estate  if  the 
executors  hadn’t  the  funds  on  hand. 

(8.)  Catharina  was  born  about  1763  and  married  Christopher  Raaf  (Raff) 
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(9.)  Elizabeth  was  baptized  July  14,  1766  at  St.  Peter’s,  Albany.  She  and 
Nicholas  were  later  members  of  the  Dutch  Church  in  Albany. 

The  ages  of  Jacob  John  and  Casperus  are  calculated  on  the  fact  they 
stood  sponsors  in  1771  and  1772  of  their  sister  Christina’s  children.  In  1777 
Casper  was  a  member  of  the  council  of  Gilead  Lutheran  Church,  Center 
Brunswick,  and  later  Deacon.  Casper  and  Nicholas  served  in  Capt.  Lans- 
ings’  Company,  Albany  County  Militia  in  the  Revolutionary  Army.  Cas¬ 
per  was  the  progenitor  of  the  branch  which  Mrs.  Almerin  Marston  of 
Atlantic  City,  N.  J.  traced  for  her  husband  around  1923,  and  other 
data  is  in  my  possession,  as  my  mother,  Mrs.  George  Fratt  of  Burling¬ 
ton,  Wis.  worked  with  her.  Nicholas  was  the  one  the  Burlington  and  Ra¬ 
cine  branches  descended  from  thru  Jonathan  and  Jacob  II  respectively. 
Nicholas  also  had  a  family  of  nine  children,  but  three  boys  and  girls. 

(1)  Sarah,  also  called  Sally  in  one  of  the  legal  papers  in  the  estate  suits, 
was  born  April  1,  178?  and  baptized  May  9,  1787  in  Albany  Lutheran 
Church  (17)  with  William  Johnson  and  wife  Sarah  as  sponsors 
(probably  grandparents).  She  was  married  to  Peter  I  Clute  Jan  2, 
1808.  On  Bleeker’s  map  of  the  Settlements  in  the  Manor  Renssel- 
aerwryck,  1767,  a  Peter  Clute  farm  is  indicated  a  few  miles  N.  W.  of 
Watervliet.  Perhaps  this  was  where  they  lived  or  where  he  was 
brought  up.  Sarah  died  Dec.  6,  1855. 

(2)  Margaret  II  was  born  July  26,  1789  and  baptized  Sept.  6,  1789  at  St. 
Peters  in  Albany.  She  did  not  marry  and  tho  her  death  is  not  in  the 
records,  it  was  prior  to  1822  when  the  legal  tangle  of  the  estate 
took  place. 

(3)  Elizabeth  II  was  born  May  23,  1792  and  baptized  in  Albany  Lutheran 
(40).  She  married  Gerardus  Clute  Jr.  of  Cohoes  and  die  din  1848. 

(4)  Jonathan  was  born  Feb.  9,  1793,  baptized  Mar.  14,  1794  in  Albany 
Lutheran  (45)  sponsored  by  Christopher  Raaf  and  Catharina  his 
wife,  his  uncle  and  aunt.  He  was  marr  ied  to  “Margaret  Turner’’  Jan. 
22,  1816  in  Albany  Lutheran  Church,  “daughter  of  Isaac  Turner,” 
so  recorded. 

Jonathan  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  wrife  was  named  in 
one  of  the  legal  papers  of  the  estate  squabbles  as  “Mary  Magda¬ 
lene”  or  “Mary”  but  had  signed  with  an  X  and  the  name  sup¬ 
plied,  and  her  grave  stone  in  the  Bur  lington  cemetery  reads  Mary  M. 
Mrs.  Marion  Ashley  had  a  set  of  silver  spoons  which  she  says 
her  grandfather  Isaac  Fratt  gave  her  mother,  Mary  Ester  Fratt  Ash¬ 
ley,  saying  “they  were  given  by  Isaac  Turner,  to  her  grandmother 
Margaret  on  her  16th  birthday.”  Yet  she  says  her  mother  was  named 
Mary  after  her  grandmother  Mary. 

Mrs.  Mary  Ashley  is  also  authority  for  Jonothans  1812 
war  service,  remembering  having  seen  his  discharge  pa¬ 
pers.  All  the  family  records  have  disappeared  however  and 
may  have  been  destroyed  when  Jonathan’s  granddaughter 
Samantha  McLaughlin  (Bradford)  started  a  bonfire  in  a  fit  of  anger. 
A  set  of  silver  shoe  buckles,  willed  to  Jonathan  by  his  father,  cannot 
be  located  now  either.  The  family  bible,  sought  to  check  the  report 
that  Jonathan’s  wife  is  recorded  there  as  Mary  Magdalene,  is  also 
missing. 

Jonathan  and  his  family,  including  his  son,  Isaacs  wife  and  three 
children,  left  in  1846  for  Burlington,  Wis.  where  they  settled,  and 
where  he  died  Sept.  9,  1875. 

(5)  Jacob  II  was  born  July  18,  1795  and  baptized  Aug.  23  of  that  year, 
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in  Albany  Lutheran  Church,  sponsored  by  his  uncle  Christopher 
Raaf  and  his  wife.  He  married  Catherine  A.  Miller  in  the  same  church 
of  July  10,  1818.  Together  with  his  brother  Jonathan  he  defended 
his  inheritance  from  their  father,  Nicholas,  against  the  suits  of  their 
mother,  Elizabeth,  and  their  sisters  and  brothers  that  resulted  in  the 
loss  of  the  old  Fratt  farm  to  the  family.  Jacob  and  his  family  moved 
to  Wisconsin,  settling  just  outside  of  the  city  of  Racine  in  Jan.  1842. 
Which  of  the  two  salvaged  the  most  from  the  loss  is  not  known. 
Jacob’s  son,  Nicholas  Diller  purchased  a  farm  in  Racine  about  1850, 
and  Jonathan’s  son,  Isaac  bought  40  acres  near  Burlington  in  1854. 
Jacob  died  in  Racine  Nov.  3,  1868. 

(6)  Maria  was  born  June  14,  1798  and  baptized  Feb.  25,  1799  in  Gilead 
Church,  sponsored  by  Casper  Frez  and  wife  Maria  (probably  her 
uncle  Casper  Fratt).  She  married  Lewis  E.  Noxon  on  Sept.  3,  1822 
in  Dutch  Church,  Watervliet,  Rev.  Robert  Bronk  presiding.  She  died  i 
Nov.  6,  1861. 

(7)  Catherine  II  was  born  Mar.  18,  1800  and  baptized  Apr.  8,  1801  in 
Gilead  Church.  She  never  married,  died  in  1825,  her  will  was  pro¬ 
bated  May  14,  1828. 

(8)  Juliana  (Julia  Ann)  was  born  Sept.  16,  1806  and  was  married  to 
Henry  Kimberley  on  Dec.  30,  1830  in  Dutch  Church,  Watervliet.  She 
lived  on  the  old  Fratt  farm  until  her  death  Sept.  7,  1890. 

(9)  Nicholas  II  was  born  in  1808.  He  was  listed  as  “Clerk”  in  1826.  He 
never  married  but  was  living  on  his  farm  in  Bridgeville,  Delaware 
when  he  died  Sept.  11,  1877  and  was  interred  in  Henry  Kimberlev’s 
lot  in  Albany  Cemetery.  His  sister  Juliana  was  the  only  one  of  the 
family  living  when  his  estate  was  settled  in  1833  at  Schenectady  by 
Casper  Fratt  H(?ag,  grandson  of  Casper  Fratt,  but  there  were  47 
heirs  to  divide  the  estate,  some  in  California,  Montana,  Missouri  and 
Wisconsin.  Their  share  of  the  estate  varied  from  $12.05  to  $72.27. 
Among  the  heirs  there  are  four  Fratts,  five  Clutes,  (probably  sons  of 
his  sisters  Sarah  and  Elizabeth)  and  two  Noxons,  together  with  five 

children  of  a  third  Noxon.  The  Noxons  are  undoubtedly  sons  of  his 
sister  Maria. 

Jonathans’  family  only  numbered  five. 

(1)  Mary  Ann  (Mariann)  was  born  Oct.  7,  1816,  and  married  Eddy  Cole 
of  Troy  before  coming  to  Wisconsin  with  their  son  Abel.  They  set¬ 
tled  at  Pittsville  where  they  lived  and  brought  up  their  family  and 
where  she  died  Apr.  24,  1909. 

(2)  Isaac  was  born  June  2,  1821  and  married  Elsie  Von  Wermer,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Johannes  VonWormer  of  Saugerties  (meriner).  He  was  named 
after  his  maternal  grandfather  Isaac  Turner. 

(3)  Charlotte  was  born  June  19,  1831  and  married  Michael  McLaughlin 
m  Burlington,  Wis.  Her  death  was  March  10,  1908. 

(4)  ^U^a^as  married  Oscar  Robertson  in  Burlington,  Wis., 

(5)  David  was  born  December  27,  1840  and  married  Kate  Sheehan  in 

Billings,  Montana  where  he  died  March  19  1912.  He  was  probably 
named  after  his  uncle  David  Turner.  He  was  one  of  the  family  to 
move  to  Wisconsin.  J 

Isaac  had  two  children  when  he  left  New  York  state  for  Wisconsin 

with  his  father,  mother,  two  sisters  and  a  brother,  and  wps  to  have  ei^ht 

more,  tho  one  did  not  reach  maturity.  Joehanah  was  born  June  13  1843 

and  Mary  Ester,  Nov.  8,  1845,  so  the  ages  of  the  group  were  Jonathan  53, 
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his  wife  52,  Isaac  25,  Charlotte  15,  Julia  13,  and  David  6.  Then  Isaac’s 
wife,  who  was  born  Feb.  20,  1823  and  was  23,  and  their  children  Joehanah 
3  and  Mary  Ester  1. 

This  covers  close  to  a  century  in  New  York  State.  There  does  not 
appear  to  be  any  definite  date  after  which  the  spelling  of  the  name  was 
stabilized  at  Fratt.  In  1828,  in  legal  papers  there  appears  both  Fratts  and 
Frats.  The  name  was  also  carried  as  a  middle  name  by  some  of  the  distaff 
branches  for  many  years,  witness;  Nicholas  Fratt  Clute  -  Jacob  Fratt 
McNeely,  (1883)  Casper  Fratt  Hoag,  Casper  Fratt  Marston  (1883).  *- 

One  of  Casper’s  daughters  married  Abraham  Hoag  a  ship  builder,  of 
Greenbush,  near  Troy  and  later  settled  in  Schenectady,  and  another  mar¬ 
ried  a  Lansingh  which  is  presumed  to  be  Lansing,  the  name  of  the  Capt.  in 
whose  Company  Casper  and  his  brother  Nicholas  served  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War.  Jacob  Fratt  McNeely,  (probably  Casper’s  grandson)  maker 
of  the  big  bells  that  came  out  of  Troy,  was  a  neighbor  of  Julia  Fratt  Kim¬ 
berley  in  Troy.  A  “J.  H.  Fratt,”  adjutant,  was  listed  in  Troy  in  1863  but 
has  not  been  tied  in  with  the  family. 

Julia  Fratt  of  Racine  (a  daughter  of  Jacob  II)  was  sent  east  to  Emma 
Willard  Academy  of  Troy,  a  girls  school,  for  her  education,  after  the 
family  had  moved  to  Racine.  In  later  years  the  old  Fratt  farm  in  Water- 
vliet  was  occupied  by  the  Irelands,  “in  laws”  of  Maria  Fratt  Noxon. 

Lansingsboro  w&s  an  early  settlement  on  the  Hudson,  but  apparently 
was  superceded  by  Troy,  perhaps  because  Troy  was  the  head  of  naviga¬ 
tion,  due  to  islands  and  rapids  in  the  Hudson. 

The  German  blood  of  Jacob  was  later  mixed  in  the  melting  pot  -  Eng¬ 
lish:  Davenport,  Johnson,  Turner,  Miller.  Dutch:  VanderHayden,  Von 
Wermer.  Apparently  they  kept  to  their  Lutheran  Faith  or  Dutch  Church 
for  that  time,  but  neither  Jacob  or  Jonathan  seem  to  have  brought  it 
with  them  to  Wisconsin. 

With  the  exception  of  the  son  of  the  first  Jacob,  none  of  the  children 
born  in  New  York  State  had  a  middle  name  to  distinguish  them  in  genera¬ 
tions,  until  Nicholas  D.  son  of  Jacob  II  75  years  later. 

Overseers  of  Highways  elected  for  one  year  (Town  of  Watervliet) 

1793  Nicholas  Frets 

1795  Christopher  Roff 

1796  Nicholas  Frates,  Christopher  Roff 

1799  Nicholas  Frets 

1800  Nicholas  Frets 

1824  Jacob  Fretts 

1828  Jonathan  Fratts 

In  1824  Overseers  numbered  26,  in  1828  numbered  30. 

Another  note  about  the  Fratt  farm:  In  1837  Lewis  Noxon,  Maria’s  hus¬ 
band  received  $100.00  damages  for  a  highway  laid  out  near  the  Loudon 
road  and  running  thru  his  improved  land.  The  same  year  Selah  Ireland 
petitioned  the  Commissioners  of  Highways  to  alter  this  same  road,  eli¬ 
minating  a  turn  in  front  of  his  house,  leaving  it  further  from  the  new 
road.  Loudon  is  between  Watervliet  and  Latham  mentionei  in  the  original 
description  of  the  farm. 

Also  in  the  Town  of  Watervliet  records  -  Manumission  of  a  black  man 
named  Lon  recorded  Mar.  6,  1815,  “In  case  said  negro  shall  serve  me  faith¬ 
fully  both  by  day  and  by  night  and  obey  all  my  lawful  commands,  he 
shall  have  his  freedom  after  serving  me  eight  years  from  Nov.  20,  next.” 
This  is  dated  Oct.  28,  1806  and  signed  Nicholas  Frats. 

The  apparent  conflict  in  religious  connections  can  be  explained.  Ap- 
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parently  Dom.  Peter  Nicholas  Sommer  had  a  circuit  of  churches  at  which 
he  conducted  services,  performed  marriages  and  baptisms  for  anyone 
without  regard  to  denominations  when  he  was  there,  recording  them  in 
their  own  churches. 

Today  two  other  denominations  use  the  Schoharie  Lutheran  church  for 
services,  but  Sunday  School  is  held  in  the  Methodist  Church. 

Schoharie  Lutheran  is  a  large  rectangular  red  brick  church  (one  side 
bulges  at  the  roof  level)  set  on  a  foundation  of  stones  on  which  the 
names  of  early  members  are  inscribed.  One  name  appears  upside  down. 
The  auditorium  has  a  wide  balcony  around  three  sides  with  windows 
.opening  into  it.  Dom  Sommer  held  the  first  service  here  Sept.  12,  1743. 
The  “little  church  called  (Gilead”  at  Center  Brunswick  is  not  little  either, 
but  may  not  be  the  building  in  which  Casper  attended  service. 

There  are  residents  of  Cobbeskill  and  Schoharie  Valley  who  spell  their 
name  Fraats  and  pronounce  it  “Frots”  with  the  “o”  as  in  frost.  They 
claim  descent  from  the  French  family  and  appear  to  be  the  other  side 
ot  the  Fratt  family,  tho  there  is  a  Nicholas  in  their  line.  There  is  also  a 
Froats  in  Ontario  who  wonders  about  connections  and  a  Fratt  family  in 
Omaha,  Nebraska  and  California  who  trace  their  family  to  Philadelphia 
as  early  as  1827. 
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Why  did  the  three  Fratt  families,  the  brothers  Jacob  and  Jonathan, 
and  Jonathan’s  married  daughter,  Mary  Ann  Cole,  sever  connections 
with  the  place  where  they  were  born  and  had  always  lived,  to  come  to 
Wisconsin  Territory  in  the  1840’s?  Jacob,  his  wife  and  at  least  one  son, 
Nicholas  D.,  came  to  Racine,  where  Nicholas  bought  a  farm  in  1850. 
Jonathan  with  his  married  son  Isaac,  and  his  three  unmarried  children 
came  to  Burlington  in  1846  and  Isaac  obtained  title  to  40  acres  there  in 
1854,  Whether  the  Coles  came  wich  Jonathan  or  when  they  came  I 
cannot  find  out,  but  they  eventually  arrived  at  Pittsville  where  they 
established  their  home. 

The  history  of  the  family  strife  over  the  estate  of  their  father  and  the 
fact  that  neither  purchased  land  here  leads  to  the  surmise  that  Jacob 
and  Jonathan  may  have  been  in  more  than  financial  straits.  This  is 
borne  out,  too,  by  the  fact  that  their  Uncle  Casper  Fratt,  one  of  the 
Trustee  under  their  father’s  will,  was  rated  as  “N.  G.”  and  his  where¬ 
abouts  unknown,  before  this  time. 

Financially  the  farm  was  lost  to  the  family  partly  because  there 
were  too  many  getting  their  support  from  it,  partly  for  legal  fees.  But 
perhaps  thru  unlawful  drains  on  the  trusteeship.  Their  mother  sued  the 
brothers  for  support  and  the  sisters  did  also.  Jacob  claimed  Jonathan 
owed  him  money  before  he  left  for  the  west.  Who  got  the  most  of  the 
once  sizeable  ancestral  property  will  probably  never  be  known.  The  farm 
had  been  in  the  family  around  a  century  then. 

The  farm  Jonathan  settled  on  is  about  two  miles  South  of  Burlington, 
about  half  a  mile  East  of  the  McHenry  road  (now  Hy.  P.).  A  crossroad 
now  connects  it  with  Hy  83  farther  East.  The  house  is  still  standing,  no 
longer  lived  in,  but  not  much  changed  from  my  earliest  recollections  of 
it,  on  the  south  side  of  a  gravel  hill.  The  location  of  the  barns  is  not 
much  altered,  but  a  new  house  has  been  built  nearer  the  crossroad,  and 
is  now  occupied  by  the  owner  Otto  Yahnke  (Jahnke).  The  story  goes 
than  the  Fratts  came  with  an  ox  team  and  spent  the  first  night  in  a  barn 
of  a  neighbor  on  freshly  threshed  wheat  straw'.  Report  also  gives  two 
previous  locations  of  the  residence,  each  location  shows  a  hollow  of  a 
cellar  and  is  farther  away  from  the  road  than  the  one  I  knew. 

The  first  land  purchased  by  the  Racine  Fratts  was  in  the  township  of 
Mount  Pleasant.  Nicholas  D.  took  title  to  this  farm  in  1850.  It  was  the 
Fratt  home  and  later  became  the  sight  of  the  Fratt  school. 

There  is  also  a  tale  about  a  table!  When  one  of  Jonathan’s  neighbors 
called  on  the  newr  arrivals,  she  was  token  with  a  table  and  chair  among 
the  scant  furnishings  brought  from  New  York  state,  and  tried  to  buy 
them  without  success.  Later,  tho.  a  little  red  heifer  proved  more  effective 
than  cash  and  the  trade  was  made. 

Marv  Ann  Cole  was  living  in  Utica,  Yankton  Co.  So.  Dakota  in  1883 
when  her  Uncle  Nicholas’  property  was  divided,  but  wTas  back  in  Wis¬ 
consin  later.  She  died  at  Pittsville  in  1909  and  w^as  hurried  at  Eureka, 
where  one  of  her  sons  and  perhaps  a  daughter  lived. 

Life  in  the  new  territory  of  Wisconsin  probably  wras  not  very  exciting 
from  our  standpoint.,  but  not  very  different  from  the  life  of  others  of  the 
time.  They  were  a  family  together.  Isaac  was  an  amiable  man.  but  still 
the  “haus  fater”.  His  son  George,  has  said  that  many  a  time  w’hen 
there  wras  company  at  meals,  he  had  gone  aw’iiy  hungry  because  he 
feared  to  interrupt  to  make  his  wants  known. 

Besides  the  wTool  from  the  sheep  they  raised  and  the  sale  of  stock  to 
the  butcher,  a  housekeeping  income  wTas  from  home  made  butter,  ex- 
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changed  at  the  store  *  >r  groceries.  Isaac  always  had  a  colony  of  bees  too. 
One  of  my  vivid  early  remembrances  is  going,  into  the  garden  with  him 
and  getting  stung  right  between  the  eyes  with  the  result  that  the  swell¬ 
ing  closed  both  eyes  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  Another  source  of  larder 
supply  was  the  Passenger  Pigeons,  secured  by  raiding  their  roosts  with 
a  club  after  they  had  settled  at  dusk.  As  they  came  over  in  clouds  that 
darkened  the  sun,  no  one  guessed  they  would  be  extinct  before  many 
years  had  passed. 

The  farm  house  was  not  insulated,  and  my  father  says  the  snow  would 
sift  into  their  upstairs  rooms  onto  their  beds  on  stormy  winter  nights. 

.Singing  was  one  of  the  few  pleasures  they  could  enjoy,  but  the  fact 
that  some  of  them  had  good  voices  was  an  enticement  to  the  neighbor¬ 
ing  young  people.  The  family  then,  and  even  later,  had  no  active  con¬ 
nection  with  any  church. 

The  Isaac  Fratt  farm  was  in  line  of  the  Fox  River  Valley  Railway 
started  in  1857,  a  century  ago.  Right  of  way  was  purchased  from  the 
farmers  with  shares  in  the  railroad  and  most  of  the  grading  was  done 
for  a  single  track  as  far  south  as  Powers  Lake.  The  promoters,  re¬ 
presented  apparently  by  a  law  firm,  Pence  and  JSnyder,  were  unable  to 
complete  the  financing  and  the  bubble  collopsed.  The  farmers  were  prob¬ 
ably  better  off  than  some  others  tho,  as  they  took  back  the  land  they  had 
sold. 

Charlotte  married  Michael  McLaughlin,  who  taught  school  in  the  little 
one  room,  stone  school  house  near  Bohners  Lake.  His  nephew,  George 
Fratt,  who  went  to  school  to  him  said,  “He  started  the  day  with  a  verse 
from  the  Bible,  but  when  angered  would  swear  like  a  trouper.”  The  Mc¬ 
Laughlins  raised  a  family  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  living  on  a 
farm  just  west  of  Slades  Corners  before  retiring  to  live  in  Burlington. 
Charlotte  died  there  in  1908. 

.Julia  married  Oscar  Robertson,  a  painter  and  lived  in  Burlington.  They 
had  a  daughter  and  a  son,  who  unfortunately  had  some  sort  of  a  brain 
deficiency.  Julia  died  in  1887. 

David,  at  an  early  age,  left  for  the  “West”  to  make  his  own  way.  He 
raised  cattle  in  Montana,  and  is  credited  with  bringing  in  the  first 
threshing  machine,  a  Case  outfit  he  took  back  on  one  of  his  few  visits  to 
Wisconsin.  He  was  so  successful  that  it  is  said  that  one  time  or  another 
he  owned  most  of  the  city  of  Billings,  where  he  lived  after  his  marriage 
with  Kate  Sheehan  in  middle  age,  while  he  was  operating  a  ranch  on  the 
Little  Musselshell  at  Lavina.  When  I  was  there  in  1907  he  was  supplying 
beef  to  the  various  grading  camps  of  the  new  C.M.St.  P.  and  Pacific  rail¬ 
road,  about  one  steer  a  day. 

A  story  of  early  day  ranching:  David  never  wore  socks  i  nhis  boots 
One  blizzardy  day,  a  cowboy  said,  “I’ll  bet  a  dollar  you  have  socks  on  to¬ 
day.”  When  Dave  took  off  his  boot  to  prove  it,  the  cowboy  grabbed  the 
boot  and  made  Dave  ride  barefooted. 

Dave  didn’t  have  any  children.  He  died  in  Billings  in  1912. 

The  marriage  of  his  sister  still  left  the  support  of  his  parents  to  Isaac. 
David  didn’t  make  his  fortune  soon  enough  to  be  much  help. 

Isaac  and  Elsie  lived  on  the  farm  for  50  years,  until  Isaac’s  death  dn 
mi. 3. 1903,  when  she  moved  to  Burlington  with  her  unmarried  son  Parker  and 
claughter  Emily. 

(1)  Joehanah  was  born  in  Watervliet,  N.  Y.  June  13,  1843.  She  married 
Chauncey  Brainerd  in  1868  and  moved  to  a  nearby  farm.  They  were 
the  parents  of  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  but  had  only  one  grand¬ 
child,  now  Mrs.  Dorothy  Stocker.  Joehanah  died  in  1910. 
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(2)  Mary  Ester  was  born  in  Watervliet  also,  Nov.  8,  1845.  She  and  Charles 
Ashley  were  married  in  1866,  going  to  live  on  a  farm  opposite  Dyer’s 
Lake  and  later  to  the  open  spaces  of  central  Nebraska  where  they 
lived  in  a  sod  house  (soddie)  while  battling  the  elements  and  other 
enemies  of  the  pioneers.  Their  family  consisted  of  three  daughters 
and  son. 

Two  of  the  girls  married  Ashleys  also,  probably  no  relation,  but 
it  is  interesting  that  the  name  is  the  same  as  the  ferry  and  tavern 
in  Troy,  N.  Y.  landmarks  near  the  early  home  of  Casper  Fratt. 

Ashley  was  a  Civil  War  Veteran  and  Mary  Ester  is  quoted  in  re¬ 
gard  to  her  grandfather  Jonathan’s  service  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
her  grandmothers  given  name. 

(3)  Parker  was  the  first  Fratt  born  in  Wisconsin,  Feb.  2,  1847.  While  he 
had  a  friendly  disposition  and  was  said  to  be  a  great  hand  to  joke 
and  jolly  with  the  girls,  he  never  married,  but  lived  with  his  parents 
on  the  farm  until  his  father  died,  and  then  in  Burlington  with  his 
mother  and  sister  Emily.  Uncle  Park  was  particularly  beloved  by  his 
nephew  Clarence  Brown,  his  sister  Nettie’s  son,  who  spent  all  pos¬ 
sible  time  on  the  farm. 

Parker  bought  some  land,  and  rented  his  father’s  to  furnish  about 
equal  acreage  with  his  brother  George’s  farm  on  Spring  Prairie,  and 
they  ran  the  total  as  partners,  around  200  acres  in  each.  Parker  died 
November  15,  1924. 

(4)  Antoinette  was  born  Nov.  2,  1848.  In  1876  she  married  George  Brown, 
a  former  sailor,  but  then  a  steel  worker  at  the  old  Bay  View  Rolling 
Mills  in  Milwaukee.  They  lived  in  the  Bay  View  district,  and  had  a 
family  of  six  daughters  and  one  son,  two  of  the  girls  died  quite  young. 
Antonette  died  in  1941  in  Milwaukee. 

(5)  George  was  born  Aug.  20,  1850.  On  Sept.  4,  1879  he  was  married  to 
a  neighbor’s  daughter,  Henrietta  Jacobson,  in  a  quiet  ceremony  at 
Honey  Creek,  Wis.  He  purchased  the  farm  opposite  Dyer’s  Lake 
from  James  Ashley  Sr.  as  his  brother-in-law  ChaiJ.  Ashley  was  going 
to  Nebraska.  In  this  cobblestone  house  his  two  sons  and  daughter 
were ‘born. 

Dyers  Lake  provided  fine  fishing,  mostly  through  the  ice,  there 
was  a  large  orchard  fro  mwhich  a  reported  100  bushels  of  apples 
were  harvested  and  the  farm  cornered  on  a  tamarack  swamp  in 
which  blueberries  grew.  While  they  were  living  there  a  cyclone  did 
considerable  damage  to  the  barns,  but  the  basement  of  one  was. 
thereafter,  regarded  as  a  safe  refuge  in  time  of  storm.  Their  oldest 
child,  Florence,  started  school  there  also,  walking  the  two  miles 
with  the  teacher  Hattie  Dyer,  later  Mrs.  Irvin  Anderson,  to  the 
little  stone  Bohners  Lake  school. 

On  the  farm  there  was  a  piece  of  land  between  the  road  and  the 
lake  that  was  sometimes  so  wet  that  the  horses  had  to  have  wooden 
shoes  clamped  to  their  feet  when  cutting  the  slew  hay,  a  novelty 
that  was  quite  upsetting  to  some  of  the  more  nervous  ones.  On  this 
farm,  too,  the  grain  was  harvested  with  a  Kerby  reaper  and  the 
bundles  tied  by  hand,  but  a  self  binder  was  purchased  soon  after  the 
move  to  the  Spring  Prairie  farm. 

In  1890  the  farm  was  sold  and  206  acres  on  the  north  road  to 
Spring  Prairie  purchased.  On  this  farm,  at  ono  time  an  inn  on  the 
“old  Plank  road,”  they  lived  until  in  1904,  this  farm  was  rented  and 
the  family  moved  to  Burlington. 

George  had  always  raised  sheep,  but  found  himself  in  dairy  country 
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now.  Fences  were  not  built  to  hold  sheep  and,  too,  in  hard  winters 
wolves  came  up  from  the  wooded  hills  of  tjie  Sugar  Creek  valley  to 
the  north.  The  dogs  were  seen  chasing  them  away  from  the  very 
barn  yard. 

After  moving  to  Burlington  George  engaged  in  the  feed  business 
with  his  cousin  Ernest  McLaughlin,  and  later  Harry  Hansen,  for  a 
few  years  before  retiring  entirely.  He  died  at  his  home  there 
-18¥9r  N<nl.  S,  IW’Z 

(6)  Emily  was  born  Apr.  30,  1853.  She  never  married  but  lived  with  her 
parents,  and  after  their  death  kept  house  for  her  brother,  Parker. 
Her  death  oc cured  Jan.  23,  1931. 

(7)  Annie  L.  was  born  Jan.  8,  1854.  She  married  Charles  Johnson  and 

went  to  live  in  Cleveland,  Ohio  where  he  worked  in  the  steel  mills. 
Their  family  consisted  of  a  son  and  a  daughter. 

(8)  Seth  was  born  Sept.  14,  1856  and  died  May  3,  1862. 

(9)  Charlotte,  named'  after  her  father’s  sister  was  born  Apr.  10,  1858, 
was  married  to  Arthur  Williams  in  1884.  They  moved  to  a  farm  in 
Kansas  and  had  a  family  also  consisting  of  a  son  and  a  daughter. 
Charlotte  died  Mar.  15,  1891,  aged  only  33  years. 

(10)  Elsie,  named  after  her  mother  was  born  Dec.  4,  1865  and  married 
Christopher  Winkler,  also  in  1884.  They  lived  on  a  neighboring  farm 
and  Aunt  “Jen,  John  or  Johnny”  became  the  mother  of  seven  children, 
one  of  which  died  in  infancy.  There  were  five  boys  and  two  girls.  She 
also  died  young,  June  28,  1895,  two  days  after  the  birth  of  her 
seventh  child. 

The  mixed  blood  of  the  Fratts  had  another  element  added  with 
George’s  marriage.  Henrietta  Jacobson’s  father  was  of  Danish  parentage, 
but  was  born  in  Schleswig  while  under  German  rule.  Her  mother  was 
born  in  Holstein,  Germany  but  was  living  with  an  uncle  in  St.  Petesburg 
when  she  married  this  university  student  who  was  earning  part  of*  his 
way  by  tutoring  sons  of  Russian  nobility. 

(1)  Florence  May  was  born  May  4,  1883.  She  married  Benj.  Kersken 
(Kasken)  and  went  to  live  on  his  fathers  farm  south  of  Burlington. 
They  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  lived  on  the  same  farm 
until  her  death  Jan.  14,  1948. 

At  this  point  this  ceases  to  be  historical  in  one  sense,  as  it  now  deals 
with  living  Fratts  and  those  connected  with  them.  As  the  family  have 
never  striven  for  public  honors  or  even  local  acclaim,  I  will  only  give 
bare  statistics  of  my  contemporaries. 

(2) 1,  Seth  Walter  was  born  Oct.  6,  1884  or  Oct.  5,  records  do  not  agree, 

arid  I  don’t  remember!  My  district  schooling  was  Dist.  No.  9.  Twp.  of 
Spring  Prairie.  I  entered  Burlington  H.  S.  in  1897  and  graduated  in 
1901,  driving  the  six  miles  from  the  farm,  all  except  between  Christ¬ 
mas  and  Easter  of  the  first  year. 

There  followed  a  six  months  course  at  Spencerian  Business  Col¬ 
lege  in  Milwaukee,  nine  months  employment  at  W.  D.  Allen  Mfg.  Co. 
in  Chicago,  where  I  lived  with  mother’s  two  sisters  and  her  mother. 
After  a  year  on  the  farm  I  worked  with  my  father  at  the  feed  store 
and  the  National  Express  office  with  Harry  Hansen,  for  Wm.  Bowers 
on  the  delivery  wagon  and  in  the  grocery  store,  at  the  C.  G.  Foltz  Co. 
dry  goods  and  clothing  store  and  in  1907  started  at  the  Post  Office 
under  Fred  Buell.  During  my  nearly  42  years  in  the  mail  service. 
(Sept.  22,  1917)  I  married  Martha  M.  Carter  of  Madison,  Wis.,  who 
taught  in  the  High  School,  and  raised  my  family  of  four  sons  and  a 
daughter. 
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I  retired  in  1949  and  Martha  died  three  years  later,  Sept.  4,  1952. 
In,  1953  I  married  again,  the  former  Florence  Kadow,  then  the  wi¬ 
dow  of  George  Herdegen. 

(3)  August  Leroy,  named  after  his  mother’s  brother,  August  Jacobson, 
but  always  called  by  his  middle  name,  was  born  Aug.  9,  1889.  After 
graduating  from  B.  H.  S.  and  Stout  Institute  of  Menominie,  Wis.,  he 
taught  Manual  Training  at  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  Clear  Lake  and  Sioux 
City,  la.  In  Sioux  City  he  met  and  married  Gretchen  Clemens  Dec.  22, 
1921  and  they  now'  live  in  that  city.  (VVaC.  2  to,  WlTS- 

My  family  were  five,  a  male  quartet  and  a  piano  player. 

(1)  George  Carter,  after  his  grandfather  Fratt,  with  his  mother’s  fam¬ 
ily  name,  was  born  Oct.  2,  1919,  and  married  Nancy  Brown  of  Wake¬ 
field,  Mass.,  June  9,  1954.  They  live  in  Milwaukee  at  present  and 
have  a  daughter,  Martha  Carter  Fratt  born  July  12,  1955.  Carter,  as 
he  was  always  called  here  is  Asst.  Gen.  Manager  with  General  Mer¬ 
chandise  Co.  (Wholesale). 

(2)  Homer  Seth,  after  his  grandfather  or  uncle,  Homer  Carter,  and  his 
father  or  great  uncle,  Seth  Fratt  was  born  Dec.  20,  1921.  He  married 
Mildred  Damon  of  Madison,  Wis.  on  August  4,  1944  at  Tuscon,  Ariz. 
Where  he  was  in  the  service.  They  are  located  at  Oshkosh,  Wis.  where 
he  is  vice  principal  at  the  High  School. 

Their  family  consists  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters.  Patricia 
Ann  born  Augv  4,  1945,  Robert  David  born  Apr.  5,  1947,  Marilyn 
Louise,  born  Nov.  18,  1949,  Nancy  Jean  born  Mar.  5,  1951  and  Thomas 
Walter1  born  Oct.  23,  1955. 

(3)  David  McClelland,  after  his  great  uncle,  David  Fratt,  with  his  mat¬ 
ernal  grandparent’s  surname,  wTas  born  Jan.  23,  1923.  After  gradua¬ 
tion  from  B.  H.  S.  he  attended  Racine  Vocational  School  and  worked 
for  a  short  time  there  as  a  lathe  hand  before  going  to  Rock  Island 
Arsenal  at  Rock  Island,  Ill.  He  was  there  when  his  draft  number 
came  us,  and  after  being  stationed  in  several  camps  in  the  U.  S.,  he 
wras  sent  “across,”  to  England  and  France.  He  was  driving  a  “jeep” 
for  officers  in  Gen.  Patton’s  army  just  across  the  Luxemburg 
border  in  Germany  when,  on  Feb.  24,  1945,  an  advance  party  ran  into 
shell  fire  and  he  alone  of  the  party  was  struck  and  killed  instantly. 
On  account  of  the  fast  advance,  his  body  was  not  recovered  then,  but 
now  lies  in  the  American  cemetery  at  Foy  Belgium. 

(4)  Marjorie  Jean  was  born  Dec.  8,  1923,  was  married  to  Paul  L.  Cough¬ 
lin  on  July  18,  1945  at  San  Antonio,  Tex.  where  Paul  was  stationed 
in  the  Air  Force.  Their  son  Charles  Lester,  was  born  Apr.  28,  1947 
and  daughter  Carol  Jean  Feb.  14,  195$  They  are  living  at  Madison, 
Wis. 

(5)  Walter  James,  with  his  father’s  middle  name  as  his  first,  and  his 
uncle  James  Carter’s  as  his  middle  was  born  July  26,  1930.  He  is 
working  for  Sohio  Oil  Co  as  a  petroleum-geologist  having  received 
his  “Masters”  at  the  U.  of  Wisconsin  this  June. 

The  story  of  one  hundred  years  in  Wisconsin  for  the  Fratt  family  - 
Jonathan  Fratt  branch  is  now  ended. 

There  are  two  representatives  of  the  Jacob  Fratt  branch  living  in  Ra¬ 
cine  also,  Elizabeth  Fratt  and  Mrs.  Adolph  Janecky,  but  male  members  of 
that  ^ranch  moved  on  and  there  are  Fratts  in  California  and  Washing¬ 
ton  now. 

Perhaps  some  of  them  will  write  up  that  line  -  the  Jacob  and  Nicholas 
Diller  Fratt  line  -  and  may  find  the  place  where  the  Absalon  Fratt  line 
branched  off,  sometime  before  1827  in  Philadelphia.  The  only  other  Fratts 
I  ever  heard  of  are  his  descendants. 
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Ten  years  ago  I  told  most  of  what  I  then  knew  about  the  Fratts 
in  New  York  State  -  Troy,  Skoharie,  Watervliet,  Cohoes  and  Albany. 
I  also  told  something  about  my  branch  of  the  family  in  Wisconsin. 
This  was  all  in  the  little  publication  I  called  “The  Frat  House,”  that 
being  one  of  the  ways  the  name  had  been  spelled  by  the  “Fraternity” 
in  early  records. 

Casper’s  signature  plainly  reads  “Frets”  on  a  document  listing 
contributors  to  a  municipal  fund  in  the  “Village  of  Troy,  Town  of 
Troy,  County  of  Rensselaer  in  1792  as  reproduced  by  historian  Arthur 
Wiese  in  one  of  his  Troy  “Manuals.”  His  name,  in  fact,  is  about  the 
only  one  whose  spelling  could  be  certified  to  by  a  reader.  On  the 
other  hand,  an  abstract  of  the  Revolutionary  War  service  of  Casper, 
John  and  Jacob,  furnished  by  the  University  of  New  York  in  Albany, 
has  the  name  spelled  Frats,  Fratz,  Frattis,  Fratts,  as  well  as  Fratt, 
but  since  leaving  New  York  State  all  known  name  holders  -  white 
and  colored,  spell  it  Fratt.  Some  of  these  I  could  only  hint  at  then. 
Now  I  have  found  more  about  them.  The  family  in  Omaha,  Nebraska 
has  developed  into  a  complete  unit,  thanks  to  one  on  the  distaff 
sidej  ;then  Marilyn  Dawn  Fratt,  who  has  furnished  a  very  complete 
record  of  their  family,  back  to  Henry  in  Bucks  County,  Penn,  in 
about  1758.  He  was  also  a  Revolutionary  War  soldier,  but  we  have 
been  unable  to  find  any  connecting  link  between  the  two  families  or 
any  twig  on  our  -  the  Jacob  Fratt  -  tree  that  might  have  developed 
into  the  Henry  Fratt  tree. 

I  have  combined  Marilyn  Dawn’s  (now  Mrs.  Culbertson)  data 
with  mine  and  now  have  a  card  index  of  about  100  Fratt  men  who 
now  live  or  have  lived  since  the  first  records  available.  Our  “trees,” 
card  index,  also  give  the  names  and  husbands  names  of  the  female 
members  of  the  clan,  as  well  as  dates  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths 
of  many,  as  well  as  dates  of  births,  marriages  and  present  addresses 
of  many  of  the  living  men. 

Their  residences  are  scattered  from  New  Jersey  and  North  Caro¬ 
lina  to  California  and  Washington  state.  The  numbers  in  each  of  the 
two  families  are  nearly  the  same,  as  are  the  records  of  family  size, 
10  children  in  our  branch  and  12  in  theirs  -  but  this  man  was  married 
twice.  Also  still  not  proven  as  related  is  Jacob  H.  Fratt,  a  Civil  War 
veteran,  who,  according  to  his  application  for  pension  was  born  in 
1839  and  enrolled  in  the  New  York  State  Volunteers  from  Troy  and 
served  in  Co.  F,  2nd  Infantry  Regiment,  discharged  in  Troy  with  rank 
of  adjutant,  but  none  of  these  records  give  the  place  of  his  birth  or 
his  father’s  name,  and  he  left  no  male  heirs.  The  fact  that  he  was  not 
named  as  an  heir  of  Nicholas  when  that  estate  was  settled  in  1883,  and 
divided  among  all  his  relatives,  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was 
not  of  our  Jacobs  line.  However,  there  is  no  record  of  Casper’s  later 
life,  but  only  a  rumor  that  he  was  under  a  cloud  due  to  handling  of 
his  brother’s  estate  and  a  garbled  statement  that  some  one  showed 
up  years  later  using  the  Fratt  name. 
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Now  the  chain  of  circumstances  involving  the  other  Fratt  family! 
I  must  give  the  press  and  radio  due  credit  in  the  developments,  also 
credit  to  Post  Office  for  delivery. 

In  1934  while  on  my  rural  route  I  heard  the  name  Fratt  on  my 
car  radio.  The  item  was  about  a  man  in  Omaha  whose  wife  beat  him 
bowling.  A  card  addressed  that  way  brought  a  statement  that  the 
parties  mentioned  would  be  bowling  in  a  Milwaukee  tournament 
soon.  Meeting  them  there  put  me  in  touch  with  father  -  Homer  Fratt 
and  got  me  the  basic  knowledge  of  their  family.  Then  my  son  Walter 
was  located  at  Ft.  Ord,  Calif,  during  his  service  in  1953.  He  “pro¬ 
cessed”  a  Fratt  who  thought  his  sister  might  care  to  swap  Frattt  news 
with  him.  Walter  gave  me  the  address,  saying  I  knew  more  about  it 
than  he  did.  This  lady  proved  to  be  Marilyn  Dawn,  a  niece  of  Homer 
of  Omaha.  Now  Mrs.  Culbertson,  she  deserves  credit  for  keeping  the 
relationship  of  the  two  families  alive  and  on  even  keel!  And  the  Fratts 
in  California  had  an  annual  picnic. 

Then  the  Chicago  Tribune  had  an  item  about  an  explosion  and 
fire  in  Olympia,  Washington  and  quoted  a  fire  official  by  the  name 
of  Nicholas  Differ  Fratt.  When  I  wrote  to  him  he  said  he  was  of  the 
N.  D.  Fratt  family  of  Racine,  that  two  sisters  of  his  father,  Charles 
Differ  Fratt,  still  lived  in  Racine  and  could  have  given  me  his  address. 
I  had  found  them  uninterested  in  family  history.  I  had  gotten  what 
information  I  had  of  the  Jacob  N.  Fratt  family  from  cemetery  records, 
county  records  having  been  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  court  house. 
Elizabeth  Fratt,  one  of  the  sisters,  told  me  once  that  her  uncle  Fred¬ 
erick  had  compiled  a  complete  family  history  when  he  applied  for 
membership  in  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  He  was 
then  dead,  but  she  said  she  could  locate  the  records,  but  later  said 
she  couldn’t  find  them.  I  had  a  newspaper  account  of  his  death  and 
later  found  his  name  in  a  published  list  of  members  of  the  Missouri 
S.  of  R.  of  which  he  had  been  an  officer.  However,  he  quoted  as  his 
credentials  the  war  service  of  Casper  Fratt,  private  in  the  3rd  Albany 
Co.  of  New  York  Militia  under  Col.  Philip  Schuyler,  instead  of  Cas¬ 
per’s  brother  Nicholas,  as  shown  in  my  records. 

There  was  still  one  member  of  the  Jacob  N.  D.  Fratt  family  not 
accounted  for.  This  year  the  press  again  came  to  the  rescue.  My 
son  Carter  sent  me  a  clipping  from  the  New  York  Times  with  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  a  Fratt  building  in  Sacramento,  Calif.,  part  of  an  “urban  re¬ 
newal”  project  in  that  capitol  city  in  which  some  buildings  “built 
before  1890”  were  being  restored  to  the  original  Gold  Rush  state.  The 
only  note  on  Francis  W.  Fratt  I  had  was  his  name  on  the  list  of  Nichol¬ 
as  heirs  in  1883,  and  his  address  only  Sacramento,  Calif.  At  that  time 
he  inherited  $60.83.  My  inquiry  about  the  building  to  the  Mayor  of 
Sacramento  was  referred  to  his  Historical  Monuments  Comm.,  who 
sent  me  a  history  of  the  building  published  in  “Old  Sacramento”  and 
a  write-up  of  the  builder  Francis  and  his  family.  He  had  gone  di¬ 
rectly  to  California  in  1850  while  his  uncles  Jacob  and  Jonathan 
came  to  Wisconsin  about  that  time.  Jonathan,  when  he  came  to  Wis¬ 
consin,  was  accompanied  by  his  sons  Isaac  and  David.  David  left  for 
the  West  with  a  “gold  rush”  party  in  1864,  going  to  Virginia  City, 
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Montana  and  eventually  to  Billings,  where  there  is  a  Fratt  building 
that  I  had  known  of  for  some  time. 

Two  other  occurrences  of  the  Fratt  name  might  be  mentioned. 
Marilyn  Dawn’s  brother,  who  scans  phone  directories  on  his  travels, 
turned  in  a  Fratt  Bros.  Combo  among  others  who  did  not  reply  to 
either  Marilyn’s  or  my  letters  of  inquiry  and  offers  of  the  Fratt  Book. 

One  exception  -  in  my  favor  -  was  Ena  Fratt  of  Detroit  turned  in 
by  my  grandson,  after  a  wait  there  for  a  ride  back  to  Colorado  Springs 
Air  Force  Academy.  Ena  “responded”  to  my  letter  saying  she  had 
received  letters  from  other  Fratts  but  didn’t  reply  because  they  were 
all  from  the  “States”  and  she  and  her  husband,  then  dead,  had  come 
from  the  British  Virgin  Islands.  Because  she  said  her  mother-in-law 
had  mentioned  “slavry,”  this  is  what  I  deduced  and  told  her.  His 
ancestor  was  a  black  man  named  Lon,  freed  by  Nicholas  Fratt  in  1806 
after  serving  8  years  “faithfully  by  day  and  by  night.”  This  is  record¬ 
ed  in  the  Town  of  Watervliet  -  a  writ  of  manumission.  Having  no 
family  name  he  had  assumed  that  of  his  “owner,”  left  the  slave  coun¬ 
try  for  a  free  place  to  establish  a  colored  Fratt  line.  There  was  a 
Nicholas  in  the  relationship.  This  is  my  guess  -  perhaps  the  Fratt 
Bros.  Combo  were  his  relatives. 

Oh  yes  -  the  Fratt  station  on  the  railroad  proved  in  1955  to  be 
a  spur  siding  at  the  north  side  of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  used  by  some 
factories  for  loading  freight.  It  was  probably  named  by  Frederick 
Fratt,  who  worked  for  the  railroad  as  a  civil  engineer  in  the  1890’s. 

i~  To  bring  my  family  up  to  date\I  note  that  since  the  Frat  House, 

*  Carter  and  Nancy,  have  a  son  David  (Brown)  born  Nov.  10,  1958.  His 
^  SU^General  Merchandise  Co.  has  been  bought  by  J.  C.  Penney  Co.  and 
moved  to  New  York.  Carter  lives  in  Westfield,  N.  J.  and  commutes 
by  train.  Homer’s  Robert  (David)  is  at  the  Air  Force  Academy  at  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs  for  the  third  year.  Patricia  has  graduated  from  U.W.  at 
Oshkosh  and  plans  to  include  marriage  in  her  plans,  starting  in  Au¬ 
gust.  Walter  also  has  another  David  (Craig)  born  Jan.  3^1964  and 
they  are  now  in  Oklahoma  City  where  Walter  is  a  technical  sales 
representative  for  Condco  Petro-Chemical  Division.  Marjorie’s  Charles 
is  in  the  U.W.  living  on  the  campus  tho  the  family  still  lives  in  Madi¬ 
son  and  Paul  still  sells  Buicks.  Carol  finishes  high  school  this  year 
and  plans  to  move  out  next  fall  too.  They  live  at  home  during  va¬ 
cation  tho,  while  not  at  work. 

Since  my  David  (McClelland)  time  the  Davids  are  distinguished 
by  middle  names  -  none  of  the  New  York  Fratts  were  so  honored. 
Nicholas  Differ  Fratt  of  Racine  was  the  first  New  York  emigrant  to 
bear  one.  I  was  the  first  in  my  line  to  be  so  set  apart.  Absolom 
Runyan  was  the  first  in  the  Henry  line.  Both  family  names  have 
been  used  for  future  generations  as  middle  names,  but  I  still  have  to 
say  “the  first  Jacob”  and  firg  £^holas.” 
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